In considering the pre-natal conditions that may influence the character of the teeth, we must start with the proposition that perfect and healthy children can spring only from perfect and healthy parents.
just so far will the offspring be physically imperfect and unhealthy, yet it will hereafter be seen that this proposition must to some extent be qualified. There can be no question that the habitual use of Sargent's preparation or of the syrup, by mothers during pregnancy and lactation, is likely to prove beneficial to the teeth of the children, and also to those of the mothers; and it should always be prescribed where there is probability of imperfection in the dental organs from either inheritance or impared health of the mother.
The administration of either should be intermittent?that is, it should be used, say for a month, and abandoned for a month, then resumed and again abandoned, and so on.
Imperfectly as this subject has been presented, it should arouse the attention of the profession to the importance of urging upon all our patients, who are about to become mothers, the great necessity and the duty of their using every means within their reach that is likely to tend toward improving the teeth of their offspring, and to this end dentists should ask the co-operation of the family physician, and of the husband, which will be readily and gladly accorded when once its importance is apparent to them.
The younger members oi the profession should give this subject their serious consideration, for the amount of good they may accomplish by making one of the cardinal principals of their practice the urging of this pre-natal care upon their patient, can never be fully estimated, while the laurels thay may win in establishing successful prophylactic treatment will be those they may well be proud to wear.?Ohio State Journal of Dental Science.
